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STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, July 15, 2026.....A think tank is urging Massachusetts to reject a new
federal school voucher program created under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, adding fuel to a

politically fraught debate that could draw in Gov. Maura Healey amid her reelection campaign.

A report released Tuesday night by the liberal-leaning Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center
argues the state should decline to participate in the voluntary federal Education Freedom Tax Credit
program, warning that it would shift administrative resources away from public education,
disproportionately benefit private schools and higher-income families, and advance what it
described as the Trump administration's broader effort to expand private school vouchers while

reducing the federal role in public education.
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Healey has until Jan. 1, 2027, to decide whether to opt into the program, which allows states to
certify scholarship-granting organizations that would distribute privately donated scholarship funds.

Individuals who donate to those organizations would receive a federal tax credit of up to $1,700.

Rather than directing new federal investments to public schools, the report says the program "would
provide federal tax credits to individuals who donate to private Scholarship Granting Organizations"
that then distribute vouchers for K-12 education expenses, including private school tuition, tutoring,

transportation, books, technology and special education services.

MassBudget argued that opting in would require the state to devote "already limited state staff and
administrative resources" to approving and overseeing scholarship-granting organizations while
public school districts continue to face fiscal pressures from declining enrollment, rising special

education costs and charter school expenses.

The report also contends the program is structured in a way that favors organizations raising money
for private school tuition over those supporting public school students through tutoring, after-school
programs and other enrichment services, because private schools often have established alumni,

religious and donor networks that can raise money more effectively.

MassBudget further argued the program's income eligibility extends well beyond lower-income
families, noting that households earning between roughly $283,000 and $500,000 annually could
qualify depending on where they live in Massachusetts. The report says that could allow "families
with higher incomes who are already able to afford private education" to compete with lower-

income students, English learners and students with disabilities for a limited pool of scholarships.

The report concludes that Massachusetts should "keep Massachusetts out of the federal voucher
program and reaffirm that Massachusetts will continue investing in public education, not privatizing

it."

The position aligns with public school teachers unions, which have also strongly opposed
Massachusetts joining the federal voucher program, arguing it would undermine public education

and divert support from traditional public schools.

Supporters, however, say opting in would bring hundreds of millions of dollars into

Massachusetts without requiring additional state spending.
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Tim Murray, the former lieutenant governor and current president and CEO of the Worcester
Regional Chamber of Commerce, said Massachusetts should participate because the state sends
more money to Washington, D.C., than it receives and should maximize opportunities to bring

federal resources back.

"Massachusetts is a donor state," Murray said. "We should be aggressive in advocating for programs

and dollars and projects that bring money back to benefit Massachusetts taxpayers and residents."

Murray, a Democrat, is part of the Massachusetts Educational Opportunities Coalition, a bipartisan
group of more than 120 organizations formed this year to urge Healey to opt in. Members include
the National Parents Union, Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education, Massachusetts Council
of Nonprofits, Alliance of Massachusetts YMCAs, Massachusetts Business Roundtable and

the conservative-leaning think tank Pioneer Institute.

The coalition estimates the tax credit program could generate roughly $660 million annually for
scholarships supporting private school tuition as well as tutoring, transportation, after-school

programs and special education services.

While Murray said he opposes many provisions of the One Big Beautiful Bill, he called the

education tax credit "one piece" the state should pursue.

Asked about critics' concerns that participation would divert money from public schools, Murray

rejected that argument.

"It's not taking money," he said. "It's actually putting more money in, and public schools will have

the ability to utilize this as well."
The decision has also become an election-year flashpoint.

Republican gubernatorial candidate Mike Minogue has repeatedly urged Healey to opt
Massachusetts into the program and has said he would do so "on day one" if elected. Minogue has

also said he and his wife helped develop the federal policy.

The issue has placed Healey in the unusual position of weighing a Trump administration education
initiative that has drawn support from a bipartisan coalition, while facing opposition from

progressive groups, teachers unions and public education advocates.

https://pro.stateaffairs.com/ma/education/massbudget-state-should-skip-federal-school-voucher-program?ref=AAAAAAAEAIBAADeWAA 3/4



7/15/26, 2:34 PM MassBudget: state should skip federal school voucher program - State Affairs Pro

Healey has offered little indication of where she stands.

Asked Monday how Education Secretary Stephen Zrike was approaching the decision or whether
the administration was leaning one way or the other, Executive Office of Education spokesperson
Jason Law said, "Massachusetts is awaiting official guidance from the U.S. Department of the

Treasury at this time."

Law said Zrike was unavailable for an interview. Asked whether the secretary could be made

available later in the week if provided deadline flexibility, Law did not respond.
The Legislature's top education lawmakers were similarly unavailable to discuss the issue.

Spokespeople for House Education Committee Chair Ken Gordon and Senate Education Committee
Chair Jason Lewis said Monday that neither lawmaker was available for an interview. Asked when
they might be available to discuss the politically sensitive issue, both offices said they had no

comment.

With the deadline still months away, the decision ultimately rests with Healey, whose choice could
carry both education policy and political consequences as the governor prepares for a November

campaign that could pit her against one of the voucher program's most outspoken advocates.

Sam Drysdale is a reporter with State House News Service and State Affairs Pro

Massachusetts. Reach her at sdrysdale@statehousenews.com.
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